
Powerful Presentations: 6 Steps to Success 
Teacher’s Notes 

Step 6 

Dear Teacher, 

The intention of these Teacher’s Notes is simply to provide you with ideas we have 

found to work in the classroom when we use the book. For each page of Step 6, you 

will find: 

1. Warm-up Question – a simple question that gets the students thinking and, 

perhaps, talking. 

2. Pre-Teaching – concepts students might need to understand before engaging the 

material 

3. Questions to Anticipate – Questions from students we have encountered 

4. Talking Points – This section is meant to provide useful language you can use if 

you find it useful and appropriate. It is phrased as “teacher talk”. If you don’t find 

the style of the language useful, you might find the content useful. 

5. Communicative Activity – This activity allows students to interact with one 

another using the concept(s) explored in that section. 

Thank you, 

Carl, Jenelle and Josiah 

 



Today we are going to begin Step 6.  
 

You have almost everything you need to 
make a great presentation. Now it’s time 

to add the final touches, to go  

From Uncertain to 
Unstoppable! 

 



Warm Up Activity (Optional) 
 

Vocabulary Taboo 
 
Purpose: Give students a chance to internalize vocabulary from Step 6 (and 
the previous steps) in a fun, communicative way. 
 
Description: In pairs or small groups, a student must get the other student(s) 
to say the bold word, without using the words in italics. 
 

WORD CARDS ARE ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE 
 



purpose 

inform 

inspire 

message 

audience 

takeaway 

takeaway 

message 

rhyme 

inspire 

persuade 

inform 

persuade 

mind 

inspire 

hook 

first 

audience 

punch 

last 

audience 

conclusion 

clue 

last 

overal 

slide 

transition 

between 

change 

transition 

between 

change 

plagiarism 

steal 

copy 

anecdote 

story 

support 

analogy 

compare 

between 

support 

statistics 

expert 

credit 

expert 

source 

road map 

plan 

organize 

passive 

active 

engaged 

blank slide 

PowerPoint 

black 

point 

body 

support 

trend 

change 

modern 

body language 

PEGS 

gesture 

rhetorical 

questions 

answer 

ask 

stage 

movement 

organize 

body 

PEGS 

gesture 

eye contact 

vocal variety 

speed 

pitch 

mantra 

motto 

motivate 

handout 

paper 

sheet 

stage fright 

afraid 

nervous 

key words 

vocabulary 

important 

rush 

speed 

fast 



Warm Up Question 
Have you had something unexpected happen to you? What 
happened? What did you do? 
 
Pre-Teaching 
Students need to be familiar with the following terms and 
concepts: 

● go wrong (when something goes wrong) 
● overcome 
● recover  

 
Questions to Anticipate 

● How can I know what will go wrong? 
 
Talking Points 
You have prepared everything you need to make a powerful 
presentation. Only one thing remains: to actually give your 
presentation. 
 
Do you remember the famous Nike motto that you see above 
the Nike “swoosh”? That’s right, “Just Do It!”. That’s great 
advice. Don’t hesitate, just give your presentation. 
 
But there are a couple of things that EVERY presenter 
experiences that you need to be ready for: 
 
1. Stage fright 
2. Forgetting some part of your presentation 
3. Panic (when your mind goes blank) (like an animal in your 

headlights) 
 

In Step 6, we’re going to focus on these practical issues so you 
can minimize those “OMG” moments. 



Warm Up Question 
When you have an important event (test, meeting etc), what 
do you do to make yourself stay calm? 
 
Pre-Teaching 
Students need to be familiar with the following terms and 
concepts: 

● fake (fake it) 
● nervous  

 
Questions to Anticipate 

● What is the difference between stage fright and just 
being nervous? 

● How can I “fake it” in my presentation? 
 
Talking Points 
Let’s have a look at the Key Terms and make sure we all 
understand them. 
 
Everyone take 60 seconds and read the terms and their 
definitions. 
 
OK. Now close your books! And answer my questions. 
 
1. What is a common reason why the audience has a hard 

time understanding the presenter? 
2. What is a phrase that you can repeat to yourself to give 

you confidence? 
3. What is the feeling you get just before you make a 

presentation? 
4. What is something you can give to your audience? 
5. When you prepare notes for your presentation, what 

should you write instead of sentences? 



Warm Up Question 
How many times do you have to “meet” or “experience” a word 
before you really know (or internalize) it? (research suggests it’s 
around 9 times). 
 
Pre-Teaching 
Students need to be familiar with the following terms and 
concepts: 

● suffer (from stage fright) 
● control (manage) 

 
Questions to Anticipate 

● When does stage fright stop? 
● How much practice is enough? 

 
Talking Points 
The formula for success is very simple. What is the answer to these 
three questions: 
1. To beat the other team in a sport, what should your team do? 
2. To improve your score on a video game, what should you do? 
3. To learn to play a musical instrument, what do you have to 

do? 
4. To give a powerful presentation, what must you do? 
Right! P-R-A-C-T-I-C-E 
 
Hint 
When you practice, DO NOT memorize your presentation! This 
might seem like a natural way to practice, but the result often 
sounds UN-natural.  
 
Instead, only memorize your outline. This will maintain the flow of 
your presentation, but allow you to speak more naturally. 



Warm Up Question 
What activities make you feel calm (feel better)? 
 
Pre-Teaching 
Students need to be familiar with the following terms and concepts: 

● stretch, breathe 
● caffeine  

 
Questions to Anticipate 

● How much time can I take if I forget what to say? 
● What if I don’t know anyone in the audience? 

 
Talking Points 
Practice is IMPORTANT 
Practice is NECESSARY 
And yes, Practice makes PERFECT! 
 
But you are still going to be a little nervous. Luckily, there a few things 
you can do before your presentation to feel less nervous. They are all 
designed to help you R-E-L-A-X.  Let’s look at the top of page 119 to 
see what they are. 
 
Here are two possible cycles that can happen during a presentation: 
 1. You feel nervous >> you look nervous >> audience thinks you are 
nervous >> they lose confidence in you >> you become more 
nervous. 
2. You feel nervous >> you FAKE it and show confidence >> audience 
thinks you are confident >> they have confidence in you >> you 
become less nervous and gain confidence. 
Which do you like better? Remember you can FAKE IT UNTIL YOU 
MAKE IT! 



Section 1 Activity (Optional) 
 

Whose Life Is It 
 
Purpose: To give students practice writing mantras 
 
Description: 
Students form groups. Groups of 5-10 work best. The activity could also be 
done as a whole class activity, if the class is less than 20 people.  
 
On a small piece of paper, students anonymously write a mantra for their 
life.  The group leader collects all of the mantras and reads them one by one 
to the group. The other students have to guess who wrote the mantra. 
 
Option 1: After students write their mantras, one student can collect them 
and give one to each person in the group. Then, each person reads the 
mantra they have and the group guesses who wrote it. 
 
Option 2: Divide the class into two teams. After each person writes their 
mantra, they are collected and read one by one to the other team who tries 
to guess the writer. The team with the most correct guesses is the winner. 
 



Warm Up Question 
When you are taking a test and forget something you’ve studied, 
what do you do? 
 
Pre-Teaching 
Students need to be familiar with the following terms and 
concepts: 

● stumble (over a word) 
● deal with (handle) 

 
Questions to Anticipate 

● If I skip a part of my presentation, should I go back if I 
remember it later? 

 
Talking Points 
Look at the boy on page 120. Have you ever felt like that? 
When? 
 
Mistakes are a part of life. Everyone makes mistakes, right? In 
the same way, forgetting what to say is a part of giving 
presentations. It happens to everyone at some point.  
 
What usually happens when we forget something? Right, we 
PANIC! What happens when we panic? Right, we forget more! So 
we should try to stay calm.  
 
What can you do when you forget? Look at the three things at 
the bottom of the page. 
 
1. Repeat what you just said in a strong voice. 
2. Keep eye contact 
3. Move on to the next part 
Hint – The audience doesn’t know what comes next! So if you 
skip something, noone will know!! 



Warm Up Question 
How do you remember things when you study for a test? Do 
you have any strategies for remembering information? 
(mnemonics, touring your house (see Section 2 Optional 
Activity) etc) 
 
Pre-Teaching 
Students need to be familiar with the following terms and 
concepts: 

● irresponsible  
 
Questions to Anticipate 

● Where do I keep my notes? (see “Hints” page at the 
end of this Step) 

● How do I look at my notes without looking like I’m 
reading them? 

 
Talking Points 
When we talked about “Stage Fright” do you remember the 
hint? Right, “Memorize your outline, NOT your entire 
presentation”. This will help you remember the flow of your 
presentation. 
 
You can also use note cards. This is especially useful when 
you give a presentation for the first time. 
 
Note cards are like “mini outlines” for each section of your 
presentation. Basically, for each section, you just need to 
write key (important) words down on your cards. Then you 
can look at the cards if you forget what comes next. 
 
Let’s look at the example on page 121 to see how to do it. 
 
Now look at Activity 6.03 and you try notes for your 
introduction. 



Warm Up Question 
What are some effects of doing things in a rush? (forget 
something important, make silly/stupid mistakes, etc). How could 
you avoid those things?  
 
Pre-Teaching 
Students need to be familiar with the following terms and 
concepts: 

● technological difficulties 
● presentation clicker 
● projector  

 
Questions to Anticipate 

● What if I don’t know anything about tech? 
 
Talking Points 
How would you complete this sentence: 
 
Technology makes _________________. 
a. my life easier. 
b. presentations much better. 
c. me crazy! 

 
If you are like most people, the answer is A, B and C. 
 
Technology can definitely make your presentation better. But 
sometimes (or often) technology doesn’t work like you want it to. 
So you need to make sure that everything is working properly and 
that you have a backup plan (Plan B). 
 
Look at the five ideas on page 122. 
 
When we work with technology it is good to remember Murphy’s 
Law: Anything that can go wrong, will go wrong. 



Section 2 Activity (Optional) 
 
Memory House 
 
Purpose: The purpose of this activity is to provide students with a mental exercise 
that will make remembering their presentation easier. 
 
Description: This is a visualization memory technique.  Tell students to close their 
eyes and to imagine standing outside the front door of their home.  Tell students 
to open the door, walk inside, and then to walk into whichever room is nearest to 
the front door; it could be the living room, kitchen, a bedroom, a bathroom, or 
something else.  Students should look around this first room, noticing colors and 
objects, and then walk to the room nearest the first room.  Student should look 
around this second room, again noticing colors and objects, and then walk to the 
room nearest the second room.  Continue the activity until students have visited a 
total of five rooms in their home. 
 
After students have visited five rooms, ask students to open their eyes.  Tell them 
that, for each room they visited, they should associate one part of their 
presentation.  The first room now represents their introduction, the second room 
now represents their first point, and so on.  The fifth and final room represents 
their conclusion.  



Section 2 Activity CON’T 

 
Ask students to close their eyes once again, but this time, students will 
imagine walking through their home on their own and at their own pace.  As 
students imagine walking through their home, they should think of each part 
of their presentation to help solidify the connection between rooms and 
presentation parts.  Let students know that they have five minutes to visualize 
on their own before beginning the next activity. 
 
For Lower Level Students: Instead of visualizing independently at the end of 
the activity, ask students to draw the floor plan of their home and to label 
each room 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 (according to the order in which they visited 
rooms).  Ask students to label room 1 as “Introduction,” room 2 as “Point 1: 
_____,” and so on.  Students should also write a few lines or key points from 
each part of their presentation in the corresponding room, such as the hook 
for the introduction, facts and statistics for the points, and/or the punch for 
the conclusion. 
 
 



Talking Points 
You are almost as prepared as you can be. Let’s end our in-
class preparation by looking at some DO’s and DON’Ts. Some 
of these we have looked at before, but some are new. 
 
Let’s take a look at the DOs first. 
 
FAQs:  
• How do I show enthusiasm? (smile, use vocal variety, 

move to the front of the stage to show your passion) 
• How much time do I give my audience to think? (generally 

3-5 seconds) 
 

NOTE: The Optional Activity for this section (after the 
“Don’t” page) is particularly fun and useful. 



Talking Points 
Now let’s look at the DON’Ts. 
 
Can you identify which ones we have seen before and 
which ones are new? 
 
Remembering all of the DOs and DON’Ts might be too 
difficult at first. So it is probably a good idea to choose 
the ones you think are most important. Then you can 
work on those first and include the other ones in your 
next presentation. 
 
NOTE: The Optional Activity for this section (following 
this page) is particularly fun and useful. 
 



Section 3 Activity (Optional) 
 
Chinese Whispers 
 
Purpose: To help students understand and internalize the DOs and DON’Ts in 
Section 3. 
 
Preparation:  
Option 1 – Teacher copies the DOs and DON’Ts pages and cuts them into strips 
(one DO or DON’T on each strip). Each team gets one set of each. The first student 
on each team randomly chooses from their set. 
Option 2 – The first student on each team randomly chooses the DOs and DON’Ts. 
 
Description: Students should get into teams of 4 to 10 (ideally 6-8). Each team 
stands in a line (front to back rather than side by side). The first students chooses 
a DO or DON’T and whispers it to the second person in their line. The second 
person then whispers to the third person and this continues to the last person on 
their team. The last person then writes down each DO and DON’T in the 
appropriate column (See next page). The team that whispers all the DOs and 
DON’Ts and puts them into the right column the fastest is the winner. 
 
Optional – After writing what they hear in the correct column, last student on 
each team can come to the front to start the next whisper. 



DO’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DON’Ts 



Talking Points 
In Section 2 of this step we talked about using note cards as 
a way to help you remember the content of each section. 
 
In this section (Step Summary) you can see how the author 
made notes for the Author’s Model presentation. You can 
see that the notes follow the KISS principle (Keep It Short 
and Simple). 
 
You can also look go back to Section 4 of Step 4 and 
compare the notes to the text of the presentation.  



Talking Points 
On this page we continue the notes. We’ve also included 
notes for transitions. 
 
Transitions are really important to go from one part of 
your presentation to the next. See if you can make smooth 
transitions like the author does here. 
 

GOOD LUCK!!! 



Section 4 Activity (Optional) 
 
Be Nice. Give Advice 
 
Purpose: The purpose of this activity is to combat stage fright by giving 
students encouragement before they give their presentations in front of the 
class. 
 
Description: This is a collaborative activity.  Give each student a single piece of 
clean, white paper.  Ask students to write two things in the center of their 
paper: their name and a goal or concern that they have regarding their 
presentation.  Next, ask students to pass their papers around the room in a 
circle.  When students receive a new paper, they should write either advice or 
encouragement responding to the stated goal or concern.  After students have 
written advice and encouragement on every other student’s paper, students 
may retrieve their original paper, read the advice and encouragement they 
received, and take the paper home with them to help them have more 
confidence. 
 
Continued on next page ……… 



Section 4 Activity CON’T 

 
For Lower Level Students: Provide students with sentence stems to help them 
express their concerns, goals, advice, and encouragement.  Below are some 
sentence stems you can share with your students: 
 
Concerns 
I am worried about… 
I feel nervous because… 
 
Goals 
My goal is… 
I hope to… 
 
Advice 
Why don’t you…? 
Maybe you can… 
 
Encouragement 
You can do it because… 
I believe in you because… 
 



OK. Let’s see what we’ve learned during this Step! 
 
Get into groups of 3 or 4 and play the Review Game. 



Here are some Helpful Expressions that you can use 
in your presentation. 
 
You can use them now or come back later and use 
them. 



Here are some useful HINTs to keep in mind as you 
prepare for your presentation. 


